LESSON PLAN   Safe and Responsible Use of Technology
                                   

	Target audience: 

12-16
	Duration: 45 mins – 1 hour
 

	Lesson Aims: 

Students will:

· understand the most appropriate actions to take to keep themselves safe and be responsible
· learn the possible consequences of not making the most appropriate choice
· begin to develop strategies to keep themselves safe and act responsibly. 


	Notes and Resources 

Young people need to behave safely and responsibly when using social networking and user-generated sites. They should develop an understanding of safe practices and follow them.  
For example, they should be cautious about sharing personal information and viewing digital images. They should also recognise the need to show respect towards others by not divulging personal data and complying with data protection regulations.
Many social networking providers set 13 years as the minimum age at which a young person can register as a user of the service. Pupils who are younger than the minimum age may, however, have profiles on social networking sites. 

It is important to engage with students to encourage safe and responsible use. This includes using social networking and user-generated sites in line with the age requirements.    

Useful resources: 

TeachToday has several resources that are useful for this lesson – take a look at the:

· Privacy and personal safety section

· Social networking safety tips

· Partner resources    


	Student Opportunities: 

Students will practice the following skills:
· taking responsibility for the needs of others
· making real choices and decisions

· finding information and advice.
Desirable Outcomes:
· Students will know how to use ICT to share and exchange information responsibly.
· Students will know what they need to consider when registering and using a social networking site.
· Students will learn about the possible consequences of giving false information or behaving against the terms of service on a social networking site.
· Students will learn how to report issues.

	Technical Vocabulary: blog, wiki, social network, profile, bebo, Facebook, MySpace., YouTube


	Preparation:

This lesson will focus on social networking sites and profiles so prepare by referring to the social networking safety tips section on TeachToday.  
Activity: 
Have a general discussion about who has a profile on a social networking site – which ones do they use? How often do they use them? What do they see as the positive aspects of them?  What sort of images do they post e.g. photos of their friends taken on their mobile phone? 
What would they suggest are the main issues to consider before posting a profile or image online? For example, did they ask permission before posting a photo of their friends on their profile? Who can see it (public/private profile)?

Working in groups, ask students to build up a set of criteria about social networking sites they are familiar with, based on the following questions:

· What information were you asked to provide on registration? 
· Did you provide your correct age?

· How did the website explain their services? 

· What behaviour is allowed/not allowed?

· What are the rules?

· What happens if you break the rules? 
· Was it explained where to report problems?

· How do you report them?   

Go online or provide some examples of terms of service and safety advice from various social networking sites. How does this compare with their knowledge of the services they use?      

Extension Activities: 

Suggest to the class that they are going to work with a group of younger pupils to talk with them about the benefits and risks of social networking. What would be their key messages? What would be their best methods for delivering the messages? Could this be captured on video and posted online or used with the younger age group?
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