LESSON PLAN 

Positive Use of Technology

	Target audience: 

12-16
	Duration: 45 mins – 1 hour

 

	Lesson Aims: 
To encourage young people to recognise the positive uses of technology in developing and improving their own education. 



	Notes and Resources 

The way in which young people use mobile and internet technologies has changed over recent years. Web 2.0 means that young people are able to be creators of content rather than simply users of it. 

Some useful resources: ( this section not for translation ) 

See the TeachToday launch video

http://www.teachertube.com/view_video.php?viewkey=731e589b0e869adadf94 This video offers ideas on how to connect education with the digital technology young people use in their personal lives.
http://www.teachers.tv/clip/210?destination=node%2F210 This video looks at the benefits of blogging in developing students’ confidence and self-expression
http://www.blogsafety.com/forum.jspa?forumID=1100000006 This US site is a forum for parents, educators and teens to discuss safe online socialising.
http://www.edublogs.org/ This site hosts blogs for anyone involved or interested in education, including teachers and students. 
	Student Opportunities: 

· To be able to reflect on ways in which modern technologies that they use outside of school could be of benefit within the classroom.
· To experiment with a range of Web 2.0 technologies

Desirable Outcomes:

Learners will be able to use Web 2.0 technologies to demonstrate their understanding of a given area of study.

	Technical Vocabulary: web 2.0, wiki, blog, YouTube, bebo, Facebook, MySpace


	Preparation:

The aims of this lesson are to engage young people in the ways they use Web 2.0 technology and how it can be harnessed in a positive way within the classroom environment. 

Watch videos on educational websites (suggested UK links above) to gain some understanding about the new Web 2.0 technologies that children and young people are using. 

Activities: 

1. Blogs
Many schools have encouraged young people to keep a writer’s journal for years. This can now be done very effectively using a blog. Young people who post their thoughts online are communicating in a public environment which can give a much greater purpose to their writing. As blogs invite comments from others, they are an ideal opportunity for peer editing and collaboration. 
As a result of the large audience, young people will be motivated to think about how to write responsibly, accurately and clearly. A good use of such technology is when the class goes on a school residential trip. A blog provides an ideal way to communicate with others back at home and school.

2. Wikis
Wikis can be used effectively on collaborative projects as they keep track of any changes made. This enables teachers to monitor progress and see exactly who is making a contribution and check on those who are not playing their part. 
One example of using a wiki is to discuss a book that is being studied in class. Learners can read the book and then take part in an online discussion about it. A teacher can suggest that they have to make a minimum number of posts to the wiki in a given period of time. 

Discussion Points:

· How do young people use these types of technology within their own lives outside of the school environment?
· How does the group feel about using these technologies? 
· What are the benefits? 
· Can they think of any other applications that could be used educationally?
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